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FROM OUR PASTOR 

Pastor Renata Eustis is at the Bishop’s conference the last week in April.  Call the church office if 

you would like to meet with Pastor Renata when she returns. 
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FROM OUR VICAR 

 

 

 

EASTER BLESSINGS 
By Vicar Joel Richter 

 

 

Until about a month ago, I had always struggled with the closing greeting of 

my e-mails since working here at Christ Lutheran Church. Sometimes it was 

easy and just involved putting my name. Other times, I used an old professional closing from 

Hyatt, which was Regards or Best Regards. Even sometimes, I used Peace or In Christ to have a 

more Christian touch. None of them felt quite right for me. The closings didn’t seem to flow from 

my faith and sometimes felt awkward. Then the right closing came along. A professor wrote me 

from the seminary with the closing of Easter Blessings. It made perfect sense. 

Easter Blessings or Blessings is what it is about. With Easter as the central Christian holiday, 

what better way to end e-mail by reminding people of the blessings of Easter? Christ’s death and 

resurrection is the blessing for us as Christians. Christ’s death and resurrection is the Easter 

blessing calling us to care for those who are suffering in the world. 

These blessings of salvation are freely given to us and are central to our Christian faith. Thinking 

of blessings, I could not help but think of my project that is a part of this year of internship with 

CLC. For me, I understand Stewardship simply as managing the blessings that God has given the 

church, the world, us, and me. The Easter Blessing comes from the grace given to us through the 

cross and resurrection. The Easter Blessing calls us to use our time, money, hobbies, jobs, gifts, 

and interests to serve God. As stewards, we manage this blessing for God. 

In the next couple months, I am excited to be working on my project because we will be able to 

talk about God’s blessings in our lives, seeing how abundantly we are blessed, and allowing us to 

learn further how God wants us to use those blessings.  

Just a quick reminder! Starting May 9 through May 23 during Adult Forum at 9:15 am until 10:15 

am as part of my project, we will be discussing the book How Much is Enough? by Arthur Simon 

along with some other concepts around Stewardship and Social Ministry.  If you are interested in 

purchasing the book, please let me know or feel free to purchase it yourself. I do have a couple 

extra copies in my office if someone needs one to read. 

Also, the other part of my project is to organize some opportunities to do a service project and to 

discuss Stewardship within the project. The first project is with Transitional Housing Corporation 

involving Gardening and a discussion of Eco Stewardship afterwards. It is on Saturday May 15 
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with us meeting at Christ Lutheran Church at 10:10 am and leaving from Christ Lutheran Church 

at 1:30 pm. If you are interested participating, please let me know. 

 

Editor’s Note—in our worship service on Sunday April 25, Good Shepherd’s Sunday the choir 

sang a beautiful offertory anthem that was the musical creation of our Music Director, Gerry 

Coleman.  Gerry offers below the inspiration and evolution of the song “The Lamb” 

 

FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR 

ABOUT ñTHE LAMBò 

by Gerry Coleman 

The composition of “The Lamb” began with an image.  In 1985 then 

fellow seminarian James Disney (now pastor in Buffalo MN) mounted at 

Concordia Seminary  an exhibition of his paintings.   One of those 

paintings was entitled “The Lamb of God.”  That painting captured my 

imagination and remained with me.  It remains with me still in the sense 

that I have long owned a copy of that painting which the artist painted especially for me.  The 

painting shows a white lamb on a black background.  The legs are tied and the Lamb seems to 

be still except for the impression that it is offering its neck. 

Without going into detail, I confess that the text, tune, and setting were all written during a three-

hour summer school class session at Concordia Seminary.   My captive imagination came back 

to the Disney’s iconic painting, “The Lamb of God.”   I found myself sitting in class and 

contemplating the Lamb of God.   I wanted to bring together the sacrificial suffering of the Lamb 

and the vision of the Lamb upon the throne by portraying both through the lens of triumph.  In a 

departure from my normal technique, I first wrote the entire tune, ending each stanza with the 

refrain, “Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!  The Lamb is reigning on his 

throne.”      Then I began to experiment with word choices and rhymes.  Before the class period 

was over, I had completed text, tune, and setting.  I immediately went to my office to begin the 

usual laborious revisions.   After a painful and confusing hour, it came to me with great clarity that 

would be no revisions.    It is the only piece in my oeuvre of which I can say this, and I always 

considered it an inspiration, as if God were moving through my pencil.  I never changed a note or 

word.  While it was conceived of as a choral piece, I had a feeling that its simplicity might 

somehow lead to use as a hymn. 

During the week-long break from summer school courses, I had to go to Nebraska to play for an 

ordination.  My dear friend and seminary classmate Frank E Winter III--“Chip” to all his friends--

invited me to come with him and spend the week with his parents and brother at their home in 

West Point, Nebraska.   Chip’s mother, Carla, was a fine church musician.   In gratitude for the 

Winter family’s generosity to me, I named the tune “WINTER,” and gave the piece a dedicatory 

inscription:  “for the Winter family—Frank and Carla, Chip and Chris.”  As I said to Carla at the 

time, “Some people get flowers: you get a hymn!” 

Perhaps because I was at the time immersed in long Greek sentences, I knew I wanted to write 

something which might be both durable and accessible.  I quickly settled on the refrain: “Worthy is 
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the Lamb whose death makes me his own!  The Lamb is reigning on his throne!“  One might 

notice that those sentences mostly employ (with two exceptions) monosyllabic words.   The two 

exceptions are two-syllable words.  In the rest of the hymn, written in short four-syllable phrases 

or sentences, I was at pains to avoid the characteristically lengthy sentences of classical 

Lutheran theological discourse.  Instead, I was led to call forth images or exclamations. 

The hymn begins with a clear and somewhat haunting reference to the Abraham and Isaac 

narrative of Genesis 22.   Stanza two asks earth and heaven to praise  (Hebrews 10:1-18) the 

sacrifice which brings to an end the system of ritual sacrifices previously instituted by God.  

Stanza three is a reflection of the verse of “O Dearest Jesus” which proclaims “The Shepherd 

dies for sheep who love to wander.”  It also proclaims the solidarity of Christ who stands with the 

fallen world in its brokenness, and fulfills the law for the salvation of that that fallen world.   It 

opens a view of the crucifixion as coronation.  Stanza four, though it has numerous biblical roots, 

is actually a statement of Luther’s doctrine of the “Great Exchange,” expressed nowhere more 

beautifully than in Luther’s letter to George Spenlein of 1516 (in the first volume of letters in the 

complete Luther’s Works).  Before the final refrain, we are drawn into the Easter event, which 

Father Alexander Schmemann described as the pronouncement of universal absolution—which is 

more than our minds can take in.  

“Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!  The Lamb is reigning on his throne!” 

Let every heart prepare him room and heaven and nature sing!  Indeed! 

 

tw9{L59b¢Ω{ bh¢9 

SPRINGTIME AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

by Mack Ott 

Flowers in bloom, decent weather at last, and almost enough rain—what more could we ask?  

Well, there is more and we should celebrate what the Lord has provided: 

1. Soon, the handicap access ramp will be under construction, overseen by CLC’s Scott 
Pitner.  This will complete the total access to all of the sanctuary, office and fellowship 
hall.  Someday, we’ll address the access to the lower level, but for now let us give thanks 
for the complete access to our main level facilities.  And, I should note, part of our thanks 
will be sweat equity in sowing of the landscaping plants that Scott will oversee.  Be ready 
to help with this final and joyous step. 

2. The 2010-11 budget—fiscal 2011 for you enlightened ones—is being completed as this 
note goes to press.  Several key items enter into what, worryingly, will result in a planned 
$50,000 deficit:  envelope giving is forecasted to be down by $18,000 (from $215,000 to 
$197,000); the annual mortgage service is about $58,000; maintenance on CLC’s 
renovated HVAC system is about $4,000.  On the plus side, THC’s rental of space in the 
undercroft and the Vicar Hilton during 2010-11 will contribute about$20,000 and the 
increased rental of the Ethiopian congregation and THC’s rent for 5111 will contribute 
nearly $5,000.  So, CLC is making adjustments that are helping to control the deficit.  
Still, over the long run, paying off the mortgage will provide the greatest relief as the 
deficit for 2010-11 is about the same size as the mortgage service.  Another help, of 
course, would be to increase our envelope giving.  On this, David Blakemore, CLC’s 
financial secretary, will be providing some guidance and encouragement soon.  Stay 
tuned. 
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3. As noted, we have just completed the search for a maintenance contractor for CLC’s 
new, improved, and complicated HVAC system.  Thanks go to the indefatigable Bob 
Sylwester who (with assistance from Scott Pitner in the House Committee) led the 
search.  The vetting of this search led to a contractor with expertise in all of the 
components of our HVAC system and nudged the annual contract cost down from an 
initial bid of $12,000 to an acceptable $4,000.  Thanks also to Jerry Williamson who has 
provided much expertise and experience to issues that arose in the installation as well as 
the contractor selection. 

4. Finally, we have received specs and drawings from our renovation architect, Brian 
Vassallo of MTFA, to improve the handicap access restrooms in the fellowship hall area.  
Thanks to Brian and to Elise Fisher who acted as a consultant on the physical issues of 
access.   

Thus, we have much to be thankful for as the weather turns lovely and the renovation turns 

completed.  Praise the Lord and remember CLC in your financial plans. 

FROM OUR BUILDINGS COMMITTEE 

CHANGES AROUND CLC 

ACCESS RAMP SOON 

Over the next weeks, construction will commence on the access ramp into our lobby.  Over the 

summer the landscaping will be completed.  This is the final project of this renovation to provide 

easier access to our building for those who have difficulty managing stairs.  Thanks be to God! 

KUDOS, MARTY! 

Did you notice the beautiful new stone steps leading from the parking lot to the THC patio ? We 

have Marty Jewett to thank for these, she had her stone masons build them.  Not only are they 

fantastic looking but they replace some very dangerous loose stones used for steps.  The steps 

are used many times daily by THC staff. 

AND KUDOS TO OUR GARDENERS! 

The next time you are at CLC, take time to stroll through the Memorial Garden.  If you remember, 

last year this time the restoration of the garden, which was torn up a part as part of the 

construction, was delayed because of unending rain.  Well, it is back and beautiful thanks to the 

work of Scott Pitner, Frank Malone, Joanne Noll, Bob Sylwester and Vicar Joel. 
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FROM ENLIVENING WORSHIP TEAM 

 

 

ENLIVENING WORSHIP: 
THE LECTIONARY 

 
by Karin Klingman 

 

 

For our scripture readings each week we use the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL).   

What is a Lectionary?  It is a collection of readings or selections from the Scriptures.   

Why do we use a Lectionary?  The use of a lectionary allows for the biblical texts to be read in 

some order, and methodically so that the readings (for the New Testament) occur at the proper 

time of year, and a broad exposure to the most important books of the bible is achieved.  The 

downside to using a lectionary: it restricts the readings, and puts readings together that may have 

nothing to do with each other.  But, it allows the congregation and clergy to have a predetermined 

set of readings which helps organize their worship service. 

Where did the RCL come from?  The North American Consultation on Common Texts (CCT) 

created the lectionary we use.  After the reforms mandated by the Second Vatican Council, the 

North American Catholic church created the 1969 Roman Lectionary (Ordo Lectionum Missae--

OLM).  Many North American churches undertook adaptations of the OLM for their own use 

during the '70s.  The CCT, a group of Catholic and Protestant liturgical scholars, produced a 

harmonization of these in 1983 for use on a trial basis and then revised that for publication in 

1992.  The widespread use of the RCL produces an amazing (which was unintentional) 

ecumenical opportunity since the majority of Christians in North America and many other English-

speaking places hear the same texts each Sunday.  
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The origins of the “Historic Lectionary” used in the church prior to the RCL are unclear.  In ancient 

Hebrew worship, planned readings of the scriptures allowed the congregation to hear the entire 

Torah over the course of the year; there were separate readings from the Prophets (as in Jesus 

reading Isaiah in the temple in Luke 4:16-21). This practice was transferred to the early church 

(see 1 Timothy 4:13).  St. John Chrysostom (late 300’s) mentions a lectionary.  St. Jerome is 

credited with creating one in 471.  St. Gregory the Great (Pope from 590- 604), and later in the 

Western church, the English scholar Alcuin, Charlemagne’s (768-814) advisor, organized these 

lectionaries further.  Alcuin eliminated the old testament reading, and shortened the gospel and 

epistle readings probably to cope with lessening literacy amongst both lay and clergy alike.  The 

Lutheran Reformation did little to change this lectionary.  Other reformation leaders, such as 

Calvin and Zwingli, eliminated the liturgical year and lectionary altogether.  

The “Historic Lectionary” in use prior to the RCL was a one year lectionary and is still in use in 

some Lutheran churches.  The LC-Missouri Synod uses either the one year “Historic Lectionary” 

or a revised version of the RCL that adds back some “important missing passages” according to 

their web site.   

Who uses the RCL?  In the US, the RCL is used in the following denominations: Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ), Christian Fellowship of the Unitarian Universalist Association, 

Christian Reformed Church in North America, Episcopal Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Reformed Church in America, United Church of Christ, 

United Methodist Church.  And because the RCL is based on the OLM, Catholic churches in 

North America use very similar or the same texts each week.  

How is the RCL structured? 

Year A Year B Year C Festival 

Seasons 

2010-11 2011-12 2009-10  

Matthew Mark Luke John 

Patriarchs 

and 

Moses 

David Elijah-

Elisha and 

Minor 

Prophets 

Prophets 

It is a 3 year cycle.  Other lectionaries are 1 year cycles. 

From Advent to Trinity Sunday 

 There is a relationship between the gospel and the other readings. 

 Theme is governed by the gospel reading. 

Season after Pentecost 

(After Trinity Sunday and Before Advent) 
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 There is no relationship between the readings.  

 Instead, there are three tracts of continuous or semi-continuous readings 

FROM OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS 

 

GREAT NEWS FROM THC! 

by Marty Jewett 

Transitional Housing Corporation (THC) has acquired development money for 114 new apartments in 

our neighborhood -- at Ft View and Webster Gardens.  This development will eventually give Partner 

Arms graduates a chance to find affordable apartments in DC near our church, a desirable and safe 

area in the city where it has become increasingly difficult for the graduates of Partner Arms to find 

housing they can afford. CLC’s Phil Hecht’s charitable legal work; Suzanne Welch's legal skills and 

dedicated work; Polly Donaldson's leadership, and Tyrone Cartwright's accounting skills were key in 

this successful development for THC and THC Affordable Housing (THCAH). Thanks be to God! 

 

KRISTL VIDYA DORSCHNER AND HAYDEN TOMLIN TO BE MARRIED 

 

 

Kristl Vidya Dorschner and Hayden Tomlin will be married at Christ Church Taney, in Dublin 

Ireland on Sunday, June 6.  The Rector Desmond Sinnamon of the Church of Ireland will perform 

the ceremony. 

The Marriage will be blessed at The Cathedral Church of the Redemption, in New Delhi India on 

June 12.  Bishop Anand Chandulal of the Church of North India will perform the ceremony.  

 The bride, 27, will be a recently qualified doctor with a Medical Degree from the Royal College of 

Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), Dublin. She graduated from Pomona College in Pomona, California  

in 2005 with a Degree in Religious Studies and a Minor in Chemistry.  

She is a daughter of Nilu A. Dorschner and Dr. Jon P. Dorschner of Tucson, Arizona.  Her father, 

a member of the U.S. Foreign Service, is currently First Secretary of Economic Affairs at the U.S. 

Embassy in Berlin, Germany.  Her mother is employed by the U.S. Department of State at the 

Berlin Embassy. 
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The bridegroom, 34, is the Assistant Director at the College of Global Studies of Arcadia 

University, in Dublin, which administers Irish study abroad programs for American university 

students.  

The bridegroom is currently studying for a Master’s Degree in International Relations at Dublin 

City University. He graduated from Griffith College, Dublin with a degree in Business and Law.  

He is the only son of Barbara and Alan Tomlin of Dublin.  His father is a stained glass artist and 

his parents are the owners and directors of Irish Stained Glass, Ltd.     

 

 

THE EAR OF CHRIST 

In May, Lois Ryan will graduate from the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago.  

She has had conversations with a church near Johnstown, PA.  Let us wish her 

Godspeed wherever the Lords send her. 

Marie-Kristen Liebold (who has been worshipping at CLC for some months now) has 

joined the Samaritan Ministry staff as an intern caseworker.  Marie, who comes to Washington, 

DC from the town of Zwickau in Saxony, Germany, is a student at the University of Applied 

Science in Dresden.  She is working toward a degree in religious pedagogy and deaconry.  "This 

internship is a requirement for my studies.  I searched for an organization that fit the guidelines 

and found Samaritan Ministry," said Marie. 

Working in the northwest office, Marie is learning about the needs of program participants and 

working to help them reach their goals.  She is also researching and writing a paper comparing 

the social service systems of the U.S. and Germany.  Marie will be at Samaritan Ministry through 

July. 

Lee Schray finished her long-term interim pastorate just before Easter. She helped arrange the 

beautiful flowers for the Easter services and decorated the beautiful cross.  Soon  after we see 

her singing in the choir once again.  Welcome home, Lee!  It is so good to have you back! 

Heidi Schramm has moved to Chicago with her family for a period of transition. CLC tearfully 

sent her on April 11 with our wishes, prayers and blessings.  You can stay in touch with Heidi 

through email at Heidi.schramm@gmail.com 

Friends of Carla Howery gathered on what would have been her 60th birthday, May 2, 2010, at 

MiRancho to remember her life and celebrate the colorful presence she was.  As a tribute all 

attendees sported bright colored scarves and happy smiles, just as Carla would have had she 

been physically present.  Many of the scarves were ones from Carla.  Happy birthday, Carla, we 

are so glad your spirit is with us!  

Shirley Vogts continues to heal from her surgery and has been moved to Adventist 

Rehabilitation Hospital, 7600 Carroll Avenue, Takoma Park, MD - (301) 891-5560, and welcomes 

all visitors.  Visiting hours are seven days a week from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

mailto:Heidi.schramm@gmail.com
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May McLaughlin and Lee Schray are teaming to build a raised garden.  We look forward to the 

fruits, vegetables and flowers of their labor. 

Feyi Odebode was awarded a full scholarship to Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia. Way to 

go, Feyi! 

Congratulations to Clare McLaughlin who was accepted into the Wilson Science Math and 

Technology program.  Clare also received third place for her entry into the DC National History 

Day Project.  Clare, we are so proud of you! 

We love to share your news in the Messenger through the Ear of Christ!  Please send 

anything youôd like to have included to clcmessenger@gmail.com and look for your news 

here in upcoming editions. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

Sunday School and Adult Forum is at 9:15 every Sunday 

followed by Worship at 10:30 

BAPTISMS COMING UP 

May 16 - Nwanze’s -- George, Caroline, Nicholas and Maria -- quadruple 

baptism 

May 30  Joy Coker, daughter of Jestina and Frederick Coker and sister of 

Jessica. 

 

PENTECOST  

May 23  Wear RED and support Clare McLaughlin in her 

confirmation that day. 

 

A STRAWBERRY FESITVALCOFFEE HOUR 

Sunday, June 6, 12:00 to 1:30 pm. 

Don't plan on going out to lunch!  Instead plan to stay after church 

and indulge on all kinds of cakes topped with whole, sliced and 

mashed strawberries complete with ice cream, whipped cream, 

and just plain cream! 

It's a social occasion, so invite your family, neighbors and friends 

to church and the festival. We'll have pound cake, angel food, short cake, and whatever else the 

mailto:clcmessenger@gmail.com
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donors of goodies bring. It's all you can eat for a free-will offering!  Offerings will go into the 

Parish Hall furnishing fund. 

Berry picking will take place Friday morning, June 4.  Berry preparation will take place at 8:00 am 

on Sunday.  For further information, please call Joanne, 301-530-2265.  We need YOU for the 

early morning schedule.  Cake bakers, workers, and help with clean-up also needed 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS 2010! 

Mark your calendars now for VBS 2010.  Our theme this year is FAMILY and the dates are July 

12-16 from 6-8:30pm.  Look for registration forms online at www.christlutheran-dc.org/VBS2010 

after June 1, 

FROM OUR TREASURER 

 
HELP US END THE YEAR IN ñON BUDGETò 

By Artie Harris, Treasurer 
 

Our church’s fiscal year ends June 30th—only about two months away.  First of all, we want to 

thank you for your donations to Christ Lutheran Church.  We are grateful for them as they are 

necessary to help the church pay its staff (and their health benefits), typical building expenses 

(utilities, supplies, insurance, maintenance), education expenses (for our youth and adult classes) 

and Metro Synod donations.  All of these—the pastor and staff, our facilities, our programs and 

Synod—help Christ Lutheran Church fulfill its mission of ministering to the congregation, the 

community, the Metro Synod and the various social ministries we support through funds from our 

annual yard sale. 

If you were planning to give additional donations to the church or have forgotten to give your 

pledged amount to Alive in Christ (renovation fund), this would be a great time to do so.  Again, 

we appreciate all you do to make our church so wonderful. 

 

FROM THE MESSENGER TEAM 

The Messenger is CLCôs primary paper source for news about our congregation 

and community.  The publication team works to make the newsletter informative 

and of value to our readers.  This edition showcases a new layout.  Do we publish 

http://www.christlutheran-dc.org/VBS2010%20after%20June%201
http://www.christlutheran-dc.org/VBS2010%20after%20June%201
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the newsletter too often?  Do you read it?  What are your favorite articles?  What 

do you wish was included?  Tell us what you think.  Send your feedback to 

CLCMessenger@gmail.com.   

Want to go paperless and receive the Messenger electronically?   Let the church 

office know and look for the Messenger on CLCôs website www.christlutheran-

dc.org/pdf/messenger.pdf.   

Looking for an old Messenger?  Back issues from July 2008 to the present are on 

our website www.christlutheran-dc.org/pdf/messengerarchive.html 

Want to submit an article?  Send it to CLCMessenger@gmail.com 

mailto:CLCMessenger@gmail.com
http://www.christlutheran-dc.org/pdf/messenger.pdf
http://www.christlutheran-dc.org/pdf/messenger.pdf
http://www.christlutheran-dc.org/pdf/messengerarchive.html
mailto:CLCMessenger@gmail.com

