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VICAR ADIEU
By Vicar Susan Beck

And here’s an update on the traffic situation
this morning. Outer loop of the beltway slow
from Backlick Rd. to the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge, malfunctioning light at University and
Colesville, expect delays, down to one lane
New Hampshire just south of Randolph Rd
due to an earlier accident. This is Art
Andrews, WAMU, eighty-eight five FM...

I've been an avid listener to WAMU for
years, but up until last August, the traffic
report was one segment where I'd let my
mind wander. I'd done my share of
chaperoning kids’ field trips to the nation’s
capital, and once a year or so we might take
a family day trip to “Warshington” (have |
learned to leave the “r” out?), but aside from
the postcard-picture destinations like the
Capitol or the cherry blossoms, | didn’t really
think much about the streets and environs of
DC and southern Montgomery County. The
“beltway” | usually traveled on was 695, not
495, and | rarely had to do so during rush
hour anyway. | knew that Georgia Ave was
the same Route 97 that I'd often use to head
up toward Gettysburg, but | didn’t need to
pay much attention to what was going on
along it south of interstate 70. Since |
started commuting into DC though, | pay
attention, and especially if there’s the
mention of one of the stretches or
intersections | often find myself crawling
through in the morning or evening, my ears
perk up. Did my friend Art Andrews just
mention road construction at Georgia Ave

and Veirs Mill? Hmmm...maybe | better
head straight down Route 650 / New
Hampshire Ave. instead of turning right to
pass through Olney to get to Georgia.
What? A fender bender at 16" and
Kennedy? Ok, a left on one of the side
streets north of Kennedy can get me to
Gallatin round the other way.... A year ago |
couldn’t have readily pointed those places
out on a map and they certainly wouldn’t
have grabbed my interest and started my
mind running, but now all the points along
my way to church are familiar and
significant. What didn’t matter to me before
has grown to matter very much indeed.

That same thing has happened to me within
this congregation as well. When | started
here last August, | poured over the pictorial
directory from a couple years ago and tried
to link names and faces. But that just didn’t
work, and | wondered if I'd ever be able to
remember individual’s names. Something
happened, though, over the course of the
days, weeks and months | shared in the life
of this church. Names | had struggled to
associate with a particular name (and often
got wrong, as you remember!) became
familiar and significant—not because my 56-
year-old brain has good cognitive recall but
because they became etched in my heart.
There are names that now mean friendship
and warmth, that mean energy and laughter,
that mean hospitality and good food, that
mean dedication and strength. There are
names that I'll forever associate with youth
and honesty and names that mean maturing
in beauty and grace. There are names of
those both infant and adult who began their



lives as Christians in baptisms here and
names of those who now rest in the care of
our Lord, for whom the joy of knowing them
is tinged with sadness of having had to say
good-bye. There are names that astonish
me with their courage and humble me with
their faith. And, there are names that have
helped me grow as a person, helped me
grow into the title “vicar,” and helped me see
more clearly the call to ministry God has
given me.

One of the first articles | wrote for the
Messenger was something about me being
“under construction” at the same time the
building was under construction. Now we
can look back on the months of dust and
noise, barriers and scaffolding, lack of heat
and blown circuit breakers, marvel at our
new “digs” and gratefully see just how far
we’'ve come. | can do the same—Ilook at
where | am now compared to where | was
then and thank God for this place that has
encouraged and allowed me to grow and
stretch in ways essential to the path I'm on.
That kind of growth doesn’t happen without
love and acceptance, and that’s been your
greatest gift to me.

Now as | come to the end of my internship
here, Christ Lutheran Church has become
more than a destination point on my GPS,
and all of you have become so much more
than names in a directory. All | can offer is
my heartfelt thanks, and my prayers that
God will continue to bless this congregation
and each of you who are now forever a part
of me.
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WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN?
By Mack Ott
CLC Council President

At committee night Tuesday 7 July, the
committee members, Pastor Renata, and |
were pondering a recent phenomenon of
lagging attendance. Last year, our average
attendance in the first half of the year was

around 80; recently, it has been 60 or below.
We are concerned, not only that numbers
are down, but also because our missing
friends and fellow parishioners are missing
the great experience that we communally
share each Sunday morning—both in Bible
study and in our celebration of worship.

It was agreed among the gathered
committee members that we should do
something, but what? From the group arose
the notion of simply calling or emailing the
missing, both to tell them that they have
been missed and to inquire whether there is
something missing in the worship
experience that they are sharing (or not)
with us. To begin with, a notice was to be
placed in the Sunday bulletin, urging each of
us to contact those whom we have missed
in Christ, and to plan for something more
systematic.

Alice Meyer suggested that we send the
bulletin announcement out as an email to all
CLC members with email, and the CLC
office (Karen) complied. Imagine my
appreciation that we immediately received
sound confirmation that we are on the right
track with this effort in the form of a
response from one of our missing
parishioners who sent a reply stating that
she has missed us too, and that she plans to
join us for worship soon.

This is very gratifying and reassuring. We
all hope that you who have been in Christ
with us will continue to do so, and those who
have been missing will rejoin us in our
weekly celebration of Christ and of our
blessedly completed new facilities.

We are planning to get together on
Saturday, July 18, from 10-11am to call
those who we've missed in church, and then
touch base at coffee hour on Sunday,
August 2, to consider next steps. Please join
us in this important effort to get our missing
CLC friends back among us.

Related Bulletin Announcement
Attendance at Sunday worship during the
vacation period frequently declines. While a
summertime weekend away is a blessing,
missing our friends and pew-sharers when
they're in town is not. So, if you look around
and miss someone who is normally in your
section of the sanctuary, why not give them
a call and tell them that you missed them in



church, that you hope things are well with
them, and that you hope to see them next
Sunday. More generally, we need to
address our absent friends in a systematic
way, and we'd like to have your ideas and
help in doing so. Please join us at coffee
hour Sunday, July 12, to discuss organizing
an effort to reach fellow parishioners who
we've missed in church. We have a beautiful
building, a wonderful group of Lutherans,
and we miss our absent friends. Join us to
discuss how to get attendance up and to get
our missing friends back in the pews. We
are planning to get together on Saturday 18
July, from 10-11am to call those who we've
missed in church, and then again on Sunday
2 August, again from 10-11am. Please join
us in this important effort to get our missing
CLC friends back among us.

CARING FAITHFUL SUPPORT

The Stephen Ministry logo,
consists of a cross and a circle,
together with a broken person
and a whole person. The broken
person stands behind the cross,
symbolizing the brokenness in our
lives. The whole person stands in front of the
cross because it is through the cross of Christ
that we are again made whole. The circle
symbolizes both the wholeness we receive
through Christ and God’s unending love for us.
As a Stephen Ministry Congregation, each of us
is called to be instruments of God’s healing love
for each other and all of creation. For more
details about our Stephen Ministry, contact
Pastor Renata. The current Stephen Ministers
are: Debbie Coker, Karin Klingman and Linda
Ott.

FY2010 BUDGET
By Howard Bell

While the fiscal year (FY) 2010 budget is a
challenging one, it has been made less so
by the generous giving of the Christ
Lutheran Church family for the year just
ended. Thanks to the continued generosity
of the congregation we closed the fiscal year
that ended on June 30", with a deficit of
$5,076 instead of the budgeted deficit of
$10,050.

The challenges for FY2010 are primarily in
the form of lost rental revenues. More
specifically, the sale of 1516 Hamilton Street
and the loss of the rental income from the
Oromo congregation have resulted in a
decrease of around $45,000 in annual rental
revenues. Fortunately, thanks to the greater
than budgeted sales price for 1516 Hamilton
and an earlier vote by the congregation, we
are able to use $45,000 of the sales
proceeds of 1516 Hamilton to offset the
anticipated budget deficit of $49,600 for
FY2010.

While the use of part of the sales proceeds
for 1516 Hamilton will offset most of the
projected deficit for FY2010, additional steps
will need to be taken to balance our budget
this year and to ensure that Christ Lutheran
Church remains financially sound in FY2011
and beyond. To help ensure future financial
health, efforts are currently underway to find
sources of rental income especially from
congregations that would be willing to share
our recently renovated space as well as
non-profit organizations.

At the June 2009 congregational meeting we
also appealed to those in attendance to
prayerfully consider increasing their giving
levels by 15% for the fiscal year that began
on July 1 of this year and increasing their
giving by an additional 10% for the fiscal
year that will begin on July 1, 2010. We are
hopeful that all members of the congregation
will prayerfully consider taking on this giving
challenge.

Another challenge facing us as a
congregation, in the near term, is that we will
begin making mortgage payments once all
of the building renovation work is complete.
The good news is that if we, as a
congregation, continue to give under the
Alive In Christ (AIC) campaign at our current
levels we will be able to make our monthly
mortgage payments from the AIC receipts.

At the end of the recent congregation
meeting, | promised that the Stewardship
Committee will review the budget situation in
September and October of this year to
determine what additional measures might
be required to ensure that both the short
term and long term church budgets are
balanced.



In addition, the Stewardship Committee is
working with the other church committees to
engage in in-reach activities, so as to better
meet the spiritual needs of the congregation,
and outreach activities, to allow us to share
our beautifully renovated home with others.

Again | want to thank all of you for your
continued generous support of our church.

LOCKS OF LOVE
By Karen Christian

On July 1, 2009, Clare McLaughlin had 15
inches of her hair cut.

| spoke with Clare McLaughlin a few
months ago, and she told me something that
was so inspiring to me, that | felt compelled
to share it with you.

Clare had expressed an interest in a
program called Locks of Love, which is
devoted to helping children suffering from
medical hair loss. Locks of Love, does not
discriminate as to the cause of hair loss.
They only want to help children feel good
about themselves.

In talking to Clare, she told me she had
been thinking about this for some time. She
then told me she was ready to cut her hair
and donate the required 10 inches to this

wonderful cause. She filled out her donation
application, and included a memorial to
Carla Howery, "Who was always a loving
person to me”, then went to Andrew
Fremming, who she and her mom felt would
be the best person for the job, and had her
long tresses cut. He was so moved by
Clare’s selfless act, he could not charge her
to cut and style her hair.

With her first donation given, she is working
towards her second donation.

“The hair prostheses provided by Locks of
Love are custom-made from donated
ponytails and would normally retail between
$3,500 and $6,000. They provide them for
free or on a sliding scale, based on financial
need. These prostheses are different from
synthetic hairpieces because they form a
vacuum seal, and do not require tape or
glue. Only the wearer of the prosthesis may
remove it, by breaking the vacuum seal at
the temples. Children don’t have to worry
about it being pulled off their head, or losing
it during sports. They can also swim and
shower with it.  Wigs do not supply the
needs of active children. This sense of
security allows the children to get back their
self confidence and be kids again.”

Once again, we see how God works through
people! God gave Clare the give of a full
head of hair, and the heart to share this gift
with others. God bless you Clare!




CELEBRATE OUR NEWLY
RENOVATED SPACE
By Renata Eustis

The best way to celebrate the blessing of
our renovated space is to use it. Come and
enjoy being with CLC friends and make the
space alive with your presence!

Saturday, August 1°' at 7:00 PM: “OPEN
MIKE & DESSERT POTLUCK”

In the Lobby and Fellowship Hall.
This is a chance to share your talents and
have some fun. Some of you
instrumentalists may even want to form a
pick-up band. Share your culinary gifts as
well. We'll provide ice cream & popsicles.

Wednesday, August 19" at 7:00 PM:
“YOGA with VICAR JOEL”

In the Fellowship Hall. This will be
our new vicar’s second day and it’s a great
opportunity to welcome him and show him
how flexible we are. The class will be taught
by Anne Kennedy. Mats will be provided
thanks to Circle Yoga. The class will be one
hour. No previous yoga experience is
needed, but comfortable clothes are.

NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN HOUSE

This year we’ll celebrate Rally Sunday,
September 6" in a special way. Following
worship, we’ll host a Cookout and Open
House for the Neighborhood. We'll
welcome people into our church building so
they can see what’s been going on these
last 12 months. The event is still in the
planning stages but we will have some fun
activities for kids, as well as opportunities to
share about the various social ministries
(like THC, Samaritan and LSS) that we
support. There’ll be hot dogs, veggie dogs
and other treats. We’'ll need your help to
make this event happen in a fun-filled way.
Please talk to Tiffany Gidney, Karin
Klingman or Pastor Renata if you can help.

IRON CHEF WINNER
By Vicar Susan

On June 14, twenty-some members and
friends gathered, potluck dish in hand, for
the IRON CHEF CLC dinner in our newly
renovated Fellowship Hall. The competition
was fierce—and the food amazing. Our
intrepid chefs chose one of the following
challenges: 1. prepare a dish with local

ingredients, 2. prepare a dish for 8 to 10
people under $10.00, or 3. Team cook with
someone else.

The kitchen was smokin’! (literally, at times).
Team Pupusa (Linda and Salome) fought
valiantly to attain the coveted recognition of
Iron Chef CLC, while the choreography of
Dwight and Sharon dazzled all with their
grace under pressure. But the top honor
went to young Calvin Gidney for his
wonderful Superman Fried Rice. Notable
also was the genuine (and huge) iron skillet
from Joanne’s kitchen. But the true winners
were all of us who shared this wonderful
spread. Our palates were tempted by an
astounding variety of scrumptious dishes—
from appetizers to chicken, pork, beef and
vegetarian main dishes, to sides and salads,
to desserts. As we ate we discussed how
we met our various challenges, what we
learned, and how we can apply what we
learned to creatively using our resources for
God’s work here at Christ Lutheran. Among
the many lessons we gleaned for the
experiences were how we can be creative
with what we have on hand, how we can
learn to substitute when needed, how we
can accept the help of others and be a help
to others, and how together the whole of us
is much greater than the parts—and that we
really do enjoy each other’s company (not to
mention each other’s cooking). We talked
about how we can make those ideas part of
our ministry here by inviting others to share
our food and fellowship and including
healthy and cost saving recipes with
informational materials about the church.
We could post such recipes on the church
website to share our culinary expertise as
well to stimulate more use of the website.
We noted that while we had more food on
our tables than we could possibly eat, there
are people right now going hungry in DC.
Some ideas proffered to address this were
to cook extra and send it home with invitees,
to find a way to donate surplus produce from
gardens to a food bank, or to offer the
surplus at coffee hour to the congregation
for “purchase”, with the proceeds going to a
hunger-related charity. Some great ideas as
well as some very happily well-fed people
came out of the evening. Several people
proposed we do this again, with perhaps
even tougher challenges—this congregation
is up to the challenge!



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEEDS
YOU!
By Linda Ott

Rally Day is fast upon us! Just about the
time we get used to the summer break from
Atrium Catechesis for 4-6 year olds and
Sunday School for 6-11 year olds, we are
reminded that Sunday School is ahead
again. This year we will resume the
Christian Education for children and adults
on September 13 at 9:15am.

We ask that you prayerfully consider
supporting this important ministry at CLC.
Those of us who teach have come to learn
how much our faith is enriched by sharing
the Bible with our young charges. We have
come to know that this Sunday morning time
to explore the Bible, our Lutheran faith, and
our spiritual callings with these young
people is of God and with God. If you
would like to discuss ways you can support
this ministry and what you might be getting
yourself into should you volunteer to help,
talk with Pastor Renata, Fred Mills, or Linda
Ott to learn more.

SUMMERTIME RECIPES
GUACAMOLE

Recipe from Of the Land and Seasons
service

2 ripe avocados, mashed with a fork
lime juice

1 plum tomato, chopped

small onion, chopped fine

cumin

chili powder

The secret to this recipe is to use good
avocados and mix and taste until you like
the way it tastes. That said, the first four
ingredients are to be assembled first, then
add a couple of shakes of cumin, and one
shake of chili powder, taste and adjust. If it
seems it needs salt, add a little more lime

juice, then taste again. If it still seems to
need salt, add one or two shakes as the
chips' saltiness rounds it out.

ARNOLD'S PEA SALAD

While conducting Arnold Hespe's estate
sale, the following recipe was found tucked
in a book. It was served at the June 28
congregational meeting. Folks liked it, so
here is the recipe. It's SO easy!

1 cup chopped celery
1 cup chopped onion
Mix with 1/2 to 1 cup mayonnaise.

When ready to serve add 1 20 oz. package
frozen peas, thawed, and 1 can chow mein
noodles.

Enjoy! Keeps well!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2009
We are Family!

Mark your calendars to join us the week of
July 20-24 in the evenings for a celebration
of family as we explore our theme of family
at this year’'s VBS. We will convene in the
undercroft from 6-8:30pm each night for a
meal, stories, songs, games and crafts that
celebrate families from the Bible and the
family of God. We'll sing, we'll play, and we
will become a VBS family over the week.

You are invited to come and observe, come
and help, come and see what VBS is all
about. You can get the registration form
online at www.ChristLutheran-DC.org.

Contact the church office, Pastor Renata,
Linda Ott, or Vicar Susan Beck to volunteer t
help, to enroll your children, or to learn more
about VBS 20009.



THEOLOGICAL BOOK CLUB:
READING AND SHARING TOGETHER

The theological book club will meet August
9 after coffee hour to discuss The Great
Emergence by Phyllis Tickle. This book
discusses changes that the Christian Church
has seen and will continue to experience
and is an important read to help us keep our
eyes open to how the church can serve a
changing world. Join in the lively
discussion!

BOWLING FUN
By Vicar Susan

Our confirmation class ended the year with a
bowling party at White Oak Lanes on June
19. Clare (as well as siblings May and
Sarah and parents Pastor Renata and Paul),
Malcolm Jr (with brother Melvin and mom
Debbie), Machena (accompanied by brother
Michael and friend Cassie) and Henok (with
brother Naol and dad Tesfa) along with
Karin Klingman and Vicar Susan began by
loading up on pizza, soda and cake so there
would be plenty of energy for the evening
ahead. We have some hidden bowling
talent here and there were a good number of
strikes and spares! Pastor Renata won by
a tidy margin and even Vicar Susan had
some balls which did NOT go in the gutter
(thanks to Henok who noticed her plight and
mercifully put up the gutter guards).
Whatever the final scores, we had a great
time and hope to make this a regular
confirmation class outing.

@

THE EAR OF CHRIST

Sharon Kelly completed her 16th crossing
in the Great Chesapeake Bay Swim to
benefit the March of Dimes on Sunday, June
14. With a time of 3+ hours this year in
some of the roughest conditions ever. The
4.4-mile GCBS is one of the most
challenging open-water swims in the world;
this year more than 100 of the approximately
600 entries were unable to complete the
swim. Congratulations, Sharon!

Keri Schulz is spending the summer in
Sherpherdstown, West Virginia, working with
the contemporary summer theatre events
there. The Contemporary American Theater
Festival is dedicated to producing and
developing new American theater.

Former member Jessica Grupe Hadley
recently phoned Sara Sylwester requesting
the recipe for CLC's communion bread. Sara
gladly forwarded the formula; Jessica
attends an Episcopal parish in the
Philadelphia suburbs and her parish is
looking forward to using our recipe and
bread form.

Arnold Hespe's car will keep coming to
church. Phil Hecht bought it. Now Dorothy
Armstrong has a nice "cushy" ride to
church!

What Vicar Susan does on her summer
vacation--If you enjoy the “classics” of
musical theatre, you'll enjoy Howard County
Summer Theatre’s production of “Bye Bye
Birdie,” July 10, a1, 15,
7PM and July 12 at 2PM. This community
theatre group is composed of volunteer
actors and musicians who for the past 20-
some years have come together to put
together a production that has become a
popular event in the area. All the proceeds
for the ticket sales benefit local charities
(think, Yard Sale goes show biz!). This
year’s beneficiaries are Dress for Success
and FIRN (an organization that helps and
empowers refugees and immigrants). And—
you can wave to Susan in the pit! Shows
will be held at Centennial High school in
Ellicott City and tickets are available at the
door
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From Janet Kelly, HCH Team Captain,
Komen Global Race for the Cure®:

Nearly 45,000 people participated in the
2009 Susan G. Komen Global Race for the
Cure®! The event raised $4.3 million to fund
breast cancer programs for the medically
underserved throughout the National Capital
Area and abroad.

| would like to thank everyone who so
generously supported our Holy Cross
Hospital team in this year's Race. We had a
great turnout of HCH team members on the
National Mall on Saturday, June 6 —
beautiful weather for an inspiring event!

Our final statistics show that Holy Cross
Hospital had 134 registered team members,
plus our team raised $2,060 in additional
gifts beyond registration fees! Thank you for
your generous support of the HCH team in
the fight against breast cancer! Plan now to
join our team for the June 5, 2010 Race!

OUR VISION IS REALITY!

Join us for special summer events in our
newly renovated space with upgraded
systems (that means the air conditioning
works!)

The summer solstice was a perfect time to
inaugurate our newly renovated Wenchel
Chapel as many of us gathered on
Wednesday June 24 to share a light dinner
and to worship using the Of The Land and
Seasons Liturgy. This setting focuses on
the change of seasons and uses very simple
and singable folk melodies which were
accompanied by piano and violin. With the
stained glass windows glowing in the
evening sun and flowers from the church
yard decorating the communion table, the
chapel was truly lovely. We're very blessed
to have this sacred place to use for God'’s

glory.

UCPOMING SUMMER EVENTS
VBS 2009 July 20"-24™, 6-8:30pm
Karaoke Night August 1%, 7 PM

Yoga Break August 19", 7-8PM

Rﬁllly Day & Open House September
6I

SuElday School resumes September
13"

Not only did our building space get a
makeover, our web page did too!!

The Messenger and calendar are now
available online at
www.ChristLutheran-DC.org

YARD SALE 2009
IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER --
SEPTEMBER 28 and 29

NOW IS THE TIME to bring in your boxed
items (lids closed and

"what's inside”
marked on the top,
please.) Place on the
stage. Call Joanne
Noll, 301-530-2265,
for coordination of
large pick-ups.

It's also time to think about what role you
might want to take at the Yard Sale this
year. Some of you are becoming
"specialists!" There will be jobs for
everyone! Contact Joanne with your
thoughts.

Beneficiaries approved at the June 28
congregational meeting are:

e Transitional Housing Corporation,
Lutheran Social Services NCA,
Women's Opportunity Fund,
Lutheran Advocates for Maritime
Mission (LAMM),

Lutheran Bible Translators,
National Coalition for Homeless Vets,
Thrivent Builds,

Fundacion Segundo Montes,

The Rwanda School Project.



http://www.christlutheran-dc.org/

ENDED THE YEAR AHEAD OF BUDGET
By Artie Harris

Thanks to your generous offerings, we collected nearly $35,000 in June, about $18,000 more than
normal. This allowed Christ Lutheran Church to end the year approximately $5,000 ahead of budget.
Just two months ago we were approximately $11,000 behind budget and were projecting to be up to
$15,000 behind budget by the end of the fiscal year. We really appreciate the many ways you support
Christ Lutheran Church, including financially.

Operating Profit/Loss Through June (100% thru FY '09)

June July-June FY Budget % of Budget
Total Income $38,668 $301,058 $323,580 93%
Total Expenses  ($22,034)  ($306,133) ($333,630) 92%
Net Income $16,634 ($5,075) ($10,050)

Alive In Christ Contributions
$4,350 $136,218

Dedication Service
October 25 " is Reformation Sunday, a
particularly fitting time to give thanks for the
reformation of our building. The Dedication
Service will take place during our 10:30 AM
serv ice. We would love to have as many of our
extended CLC community present as possible, so
if you can find a way to come, please do!



