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HOLY REST!
By Pastor Renata Eustis

“And on the seventh day God finished the
work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had
done. So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from
all the work that he had done in creation
(Genesis 2:2-3).”

Coming off the Yard Sale and a year of
major renovation to our church facilities, it's
fair to say that we’ve been busy! We've
been involved in our own kind of creation
story—the creation of space that is beautiful
in a new way, more comfortable and
welcoming. The Yard Sale is also a kind of
creation—nbringing order out of chaos,
bringing together thousands of separate
pieces of stuff and through hard work,
organizing it into merchandise. Then the
proceeds from the Sale become the means
for creating opportunities for better lives
through the work of the beneficiary
organizations.

Like God in the Biblical Creation Story we
can look at what we've done and say, “It
was good!” And because we are human
and not God, we can also say, “We’re tired!”
And like God we can also take a holy rest.

On Sunday, November 8, we are planning a
Service of Thanksgiving and Dedication for

our newly renovated spaces. That will be a
special moment to celebrate the incredible
blessing this place is. We will thank God for
the truly amazing journey that we have
made—actually completing a major
renovation in the midst of a major recession.
We will dedicate both the building and
ourselves to serving God’s purposes.
Exactly what form that serving will take is
something we are prayerfully seeking and
something that we will work together to
learn.

In the next five weeks leading up to the
Dedication Service, | invite you to join
together in a time of holy rest, a time of
Sabbath, a time of focused prayer. Some of
the ways you can do this are: (1) Pray daily,
giving thanks for the wonderful blessing of
this renewed space and asking God to
renew our spirits and our mission; (2) Come
worship together—if you’ve been away for a
time, come back; if worshiping weekly isn’t
your typical pattern, try to come each of
these five weeks (or as many as you can);
(3) Be a part of other opportunities to pray
together—a Contemplative Prayer Service is
starting early Wednesday mornings and
Church Council members will gather at 6:40
p.m. before our meeting in the chapel.

Yes, there is still plenty of work ahead. But
we need to take a collective break from all
our working, worrying and striving and rest
in the graciousness of God’s care. If resting
was good enough for God, it's good enough
for us!



GO TO THE PEOPLE
By Vicar Joel Richter

Go to the people.

Live among them.

Learn from them.

Love them.

Start with what they know.

Build on what they have.
-Ancient Chinese Poem

On my journey of faith, | have been blessed
to go to wonderful congregations with a
strong sense of love and community. God
has given me people of faith to mentor me in
my personal growth. In my first six weeks at
Christ Lutheran, | have been amongst some
wonderful people of faith living among you,
learning from you, and loving you. In this,
this congregation has taught me some
wonderful things about caring for my
brothers and sisters in Christ and in the
world.

Having entered the fellowship of this
congregation, | am beginning to envision
ways to share our fellowship with people
outside of our congregation based on the
following questions. How do we take our
love for social ministries and express that to
our neighbors in our neighborhood? How do
we express our love of Biblical and
Theological Study beyond the walls of Christ
Lutheran Church? Finally how does our
fellowship go beyond the walls and to our
neighbors?

For me these are some beginning questions
to lead us to the people outside of our
communities. Right now, our congregation
has developed a plan of action to strengthen
itself which is amazing. With ideas in place,
we are slowly getting to a point to ask, what
is the first step? We have begun by meeting
with the Reverend Phil Hirsh. What | have
re-learned from Pastor Hirsh is that in
discovering our strengths in ministry
including our love for social ministry and
loving fellowship we are able to address the
needs of our local community i.e.
neighborhood. From here, we go to the
people as a community of individuals living
among them, learning from them, loving
them, and starting with what they know of
the Christian way. Thank you for the
opportunity to be part of this process.

ACOLYTE REDUX
By Pastor Renata

It has been challenging having enough
acolytes recently. Our numbers are down
and some of the acolytes are not so
enthusiastic about serving. As the pastor
and mother of two acolytes, I've reached the
point where | think we need a break. So for
the next three months we will schedule
acolytes only on the following Sundays:

e October 25 (Reformation),

e November 1 (All Saints),

e November 8 (Dedication Service for
the Building),

e December 24 (Christmas Eve).

This break will give all of us a chance to step
back and see whether we miss having (and
serving as) acolytes or not. Personally, | like
having acolytes but even more, | really want
everyone who serves to do so willingly.

2009 YARD
8 SALE-A

"DOOZEY"
by Joanne Noll

What's "doozey" she
asked, being much younger than |. Trying to
explain, | said "extra." Extra challenging,
extra fun, extra work, extra satisfaction. The
2009 Yard Sale was all of this and more.
After construction inside storage space was
turned over to CLC in late spring, later than
we hoped, so usage started immediately.
Meantime the big garage, now used by
permission of Samaritan Ministry because
they bought 1516 Hamilton, which includes
the big garage, in July was filled to the brim.
The furniture in the garage was priced
September 5.

The house clean-out/donation crew worked
right up until the day before "carry out"
September 13. Carry out went smoothly,
and the day and evening workers went right
work on Monday. "Not as much" we said,
but the quality was there. Sorting went
smoothly--almost too smoothly because
donations kept coming in--not a bad thing.
Late donations were doozeys. Over 11



people worked for 11 days to get everything
finished for a doozey of a sale day.

Sale day, Saturday, September 26 dawned
cloudy and cool (so much for all the water
and soda "at the ready"). Starting at about
8:00 am carry out began from the big
garage, the Fellowship Hall, the narthex and
the undercroft. Sales started right away on
the lawn, and sales in the undercroft and
jewelry tent started early--before 9:45. We
were cautious because of the gray clouds.

The line that suddenly came a doozey at the
undercroft door was anxious and glad to get
in to see our great inventory. Sales were
steady and brisk most of the day. Meantime
the outside crew got to work selling our high
quality furniture. A doozey of a challenge
appeared when sprinkles started mid
afternoon. Rain stalled outside sales and all
furniture was brought in by 3:00 pm. This
drove customers inside and our great
cashiers were busy all day. Former
members came to see the renovation,
friends of Carla Howery came to see the
"scarf banner" made in her honor,
customers saw the sign and wanted to see
the church. A doozey of a day!

Pastor Renata and Vicar Joel served coffee
and goodies near the Gallatin Street
entrance. Coffee tasted good on a cool day.
Transitional Housing Corporation had
information on a table at the north sidewalk
near its offices.

Over 70 members (some from out of town),
former members, and friends worked
outside on a doozey of a day, and inside
with a doozey of a crowd. Our doorman,
Vince Brown, was wonderful with anxious
customers.

The second sale day began Sunday after
worship. It was a beautiful day! Once again
we had a long line which took until 1:30 to
clear. Sales everywhere were brisk.
Furniture on the lawn was mostly sold; all
departments inside enjoyed brisk sales.
"Half-price" day is always popular, and this
one was a doozey. A crew of about 40
people stayed to work on Sunday.

Special thanks to Tonya Holland and Pam
Sieving for serving lunch on both days.

Salads and desserts were donated by
members. As at home, the kitchen is a
great place for R & R.

We also wish to thank Anne & Liz Garagusi
of Fernwood Estate Sales, Bethesda, who
are interested in the work we do and whose
clients donated many items to us and to the
LSS refugee placement program. Fernwood
also kindly provided free advice and
appraisals. Transitional Housing employees
donated time during sorting week.

A very small (too small) clean-up crew
started work on Monday and was treated to
a deli lunch by the staff at THC which stayed
and enjoyed fellowship. Today,
Wednesday, it was just Desta and me
getting the shelving put away while the final
pick-ups were being made. Organizations
benefiting from continued giving through the
clean-up are: St. John's Lutheran, Rockuville,
Wheaton Library, Lutheran Social Services,
Samaritan Ministry, lvymount (special
needs) School auction, Lutherans
Concerned auction, Upscale Resale
(benefiting mentally challenged), DC
Humane Society, C4 Clothes Closet of
Montgomery County, and Ambassador
Baptist Church, SE.

Receipts as of September 30 are $34,058.
which includes $4800 from the Thrivent
"Care Abounds in Communities” program. A
doozey of an outcome from a challenging
weekend! | know there are IOU's out there
too! Beneficiaries this year are: Transitional
Housing Corporation, Lutheran Social
Services, Fundacion Segundo Montes,
Lutheran Bible Translators, Lutheran
Advocates for Maritime Mission, National
Coalition for Homeless Veterans, Rwanda
School Project, Thrivent Builds with Habitat
for Humanity, Women's Opportunity Fund.
Additional Funding for this project has been
approved by Thrivent for Lutherans. Social
Ministries Sunday to honor these
organizations is planned for October 11 in
worship and at a special coffee hour.

A "doozey" of a 30th Yard Sale conducted
by a group of caring and giving Christians
who are blessed to be known as Christ
Lutheran Church.



Karin Klingman posted Yard Sale 2009
photos at
http://www.flickr.com/photos/28413802@N0
5/sets/72157622461103684/

CARING FAITHFUL SUPPORT

The Stephen Ministrylogo,
consists of a cross and a circle,
together with a broken person
and a whole person. The broken
person stands behind the cross,
symbolizing the brokenness in our
lives. The whole person stands in front of the
cross because it is through the cross of Christ
that we are again made whole. The circle
symbolizes both the wholeness we receive
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As a Stephen Ministry Congregation, each of us
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for each other and all of creation. For more
details about our Stephen Ministry, contact
Pastor Renata. The current Stephen Ministers
are: Debbie Coker, Karin Klingman and Linda
Ott.

ON BEING IMMUNOSUPPRESSED,
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PANDEMI C | NFLUENZAO
By Karin Klingman

You may not realize it, but people whose
immune systems are in varying degrees
dysfunctional surround you. As medical care
has become more sophisticated and
successful in prolonging the lives of people
with cancer, HIV, autoimmune diseases
(such as lupus and rheumatoid arthritis),
people with organ and bone marrow
transplants, people with liver or kidney
disease, and people with various other
medical conditions or the elderly, the chance
that you routinely encounter someone with
one of these conditions has increased
considerably in the last decade. It’s likely
too that you won’t be aware of this aspect of
a person’s life. But when cold and flu
season hits each winter, immunosuppressed
people are not only more likely to get ill, they
are more likely to get severely ill. Not all
immune dysfunction is the same either, so
it's hard for both patients and the people
around them to assess their risk at any one

moment, especially if they are on some sort
of episodic treatment regime like cancer
chemotherapy.

This season our country is in the midst of an
influenza epidemic. Novel HIN1 (AKA
swine) influenza appears to cause an illness
of typical severity in most groups, except
pregnant women. We are having an
epidemic because younger folks (those less
than 60 years old in this case) haven’t had
exposure to this virus or any similar virus;
this makes it likely that a person will get ill if
exposed.

Why am | reading about this in the
Messenger? Well, as a church community
we are supposed to care for each other.
What can | do to look after the often hidden

I YR D2 R QamneasioSuppressgdimefnt@ & my 2 NJ dza ©

community? You can avoid coming to
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member is ill. You can wash your hands
before coming to church. If someone
doesn’t want to shake your hand or hug you
at the sign of the peace (or at the beginning
of an office meeting), don’t shake their hand
or hug them anyway. Acknowledge their
presence and importance to you with a smile
and perhaps a nod of the head. Cover your
nose and mouth if you sneeze or cough.
Once the vaccine becomes available later in
October, consider getting vaccinated not
only to protect yourself, but also to protect
those around you who because their
immune systems don’t work well won’t get a
good immune response from the vaccine.

What else do you need to be aware of? If
things get severe, just as happened last
spring, there will be school or workplace
closings. At some point even, we might be
asked not to have church services. We all
should follow instructions of our public
health officials and not spend time at the
mall or hanging out in large groups because
of boredom. Although it seems excessive
and is inconvenient, closing places where
people congregate is the best way to slow
the epidemic. Slowing the epidemic in a
community gives hospitals, health care
workers, and school systems a chance to
cope.

But please remember that some among us
have to be extra-cautious because they are
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extra-vulnerable, and respect their concerns.
Also remember to do the simple things |
mentioned above.

MEMORIAL GARDEN RESTORED
By Bob Sylwester

Our renovation has required a complete
restoration of the memorial garden which is
now close to completion with many new
plants. Enter the garden from Gallatin
Street and you will find a large Winter Gem
Boxwood on either side. To the right are
three azaleas transplanted from the old
garden. Approaching the gate, there is a
new Limelight hydrangea on the right.
Inside the gate on the right is a large bed of
ferns and adjacent to it behind the concrete
bench are three more Winter Gem
Boxwoods. On the left side of the gate are
three hydrangea which were still in bloom in
late September. Behind the hydrangeas in
the corner of the church is a magnificent,
tall, slender Cedrus Atlantica (Atlas Cedar);
the color of this evergreen blends well with
the stone walls of the church. Further along
the flower bed hugging the church, is a
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(Lily-Of-The-Valley scrub). The main flower
bed is on the right side of the main path; it is
bordered by a row of liriope and behind
them is a new Corylopsi (Buttercup Winter
Hazel). Further back along the wooden

fence are two japonica which were moved
from the bed along the church wall.

A few steps farther along the walk you will
see the Styrax japonicus (Japanese
Snowbell) tree given in memory of Cal Noll.
Thankfully this tree survived several
transplants required by the construction.
Behind and to the left of the Styrax are five
azaleas which should be glorious in the
spring. Back on the church side of the
garden, are several plants, including the
elephant ears, which survived the
construction. The dogwood survived and is
now encased in a bed with a new eight inch
high timber border; a variety of annuals
surround the tree. Further along the church
wall, some sickly and overgrown plants were
replaced with five evergreen dwarf Skimmia
Japonica,(two males and three females
which should produce bright red berries).
Throughout the garden are a variety of hosta
and ferns. Still to be planted is a Japanese
Maple and flower bulbs.

Special thanks to Scott Pitner who
designed the garden, selected and delivered
the plants (along with a large load of soil
additive), and led a team in the installation.
He was assisted by Frank Malone, Joanne
Noll, Bob Sylwester, and Vicar Joel.
Please, take a walk through the garden.



NOMINATING COMMITTEE
SELECTED
By Mack Ott

We are honored to announce that Sheila
Bell has agreed to chair and Ann Marie
Nelson has volunteered to comprise the
nominating committee for CLC elections
2009. The Council positions that are to be
filled (current incumbents) are:

e Recording Secretary (Lynn
Hommeyer)

Treasurer (Artie Harris)

Financial Secretary (Pennie Noll)
Deacon (Sheila Bell)

Deacon (Evan Gidney)

Looking forward, the Council invites all
interested members of Christ to contact
Sheila or Ann Marie if you would be
interested in serving in any of these
positoins during 2009-11. We encourage
you to prayerfully consider joining the
Council in these important years of
challenge and reward. Queries about the
positions, tasks, and challenges can be
learned by contacting the current
incumbents (emails in the CLC directory).

On behalf of the congregation, the CLC
Council would like to thank these
incumbents for their service to our
community during 2007-09.

SOCIAL MINISTRIES SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 11

On Sunday, October 11, we look forward to
celebrating the social ministries our Yard
Sale beneficiaries provide all year long. It
will be a joy to have them at our worship
service that day, if they are able, and to
learn about the work these organizations do
at a special coffee hour.

Proceeds from the annual sale are
distributed to the following organizations
selected for this year:

e Transitional Housing Corporation,
e Lutheran Social Services,

e Fundacion Segundo Montes (El
Salvador),

e Lutheran Bible Translators,

e Lutheran Advocates for Maritime
Mission,

e National Coalition for Homeless
Veterans,

e Rwanda School Project,

e Thrivent Builds with Habitat for
Humanity,

e Women's Opportunity Fund,

e Metro DC Synod ELCA.

THEOLOGICAL BOOK CLUB:
READING AND SHARING TOGETHER

The Theological Book Club will meet on
November 15, at 9:15 a.m. in the "Library".
to discuss The Great Emergence by Phyllis
Tickle. This will be our Adult Forum for the
day. This book discusses changes that the
Christian Church has seen and will continue
to experience and is an important read to
help us keep our eyes open to how the
church can serve a changing world. Check
the worship folder for the date and join in the
lively discussion at 12:15 pm in the chapel!
You are encouraged to read this short,
provocative book but all are likely to be
enlivened by the discussion.

2009 SILENT AUCTION SET FOR

OCTOBER 25 and NOVEMBER 1
By Joanne Noll

After we take a deep breath from the Yard
Sale it will be time to think about this year's
Silent Auction which will take place October
25 (Reformation Sunday) and November 1
(All Saints). Goodies, trips, services, and
special stuff will hopefully fill several tables
with bid sheets for items to share with each
other all through this next year.



Mark the dates! We'll be in touch!

FROM DC YOUNG ADULTS

Congregation Reminder: The synod's
young adult ministry wants to help your
congregation do young adult ministry in your
context. Occasionally, we hold events for
young adults, but our primary aim is to help
your congregation connect with young
adults. Interested in having someone
consult with your congregation about
possibilities in your community? Contact Pr.
Amy Sevimli: asevimli@metrodcelca.org.
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THE EAR OF CHRIST

Special thanks to our sexton Desta
Tessema for his extra work of sanding,
scraping, priming, and then repainting the
rod iron railing on the Gallatin Street
undercroft entrance. It was not an easy job
and his work is greatly appreciated.

It was old home week at the Yard Sale this
year! For several years Jackie Bedell,
friend of the Sylwesters, has come up from
Alabama to spend the entire time beginning
with "Carry out" and working right through
the second sale day. Kathy Gelner called
Marilyn Zukel from China several weeks
ago to say she would be in town and wanted
to work in Collectibles for the sale. Mike &
Tim Gelner were here too. Former
member, Roberta Pitman, came to the sale
and asked to see the renovation and the
"scarf banner" in honor of Carla Howery.
Jim Williamson trekked down from northern
(very northern) Wisconsin to help with the
prep and sale for several days. Laurie
Vogts Sanchez is usually "at work" as is
June Ryan.

FRED MILLS RUNS FOR AUTISM this year
as he patrticipates in the Marine Corps
Marathon for the eighth time. He is running
to raise funds for the Organization for

Autism Research (OAR). Learn more about
OAR at www.researchautism.org.

If you'd like to support Fred, you can go to
www.firstgiving.com/fredmills. Check out
Fred's Facebook page (which has a link to
OAR), or ask Fred for brochures and
contribution forms at church. You can make
a contribution through October 31.

CHRISTINE STEPHAN MAY RUNS FOR
LOVEE "Love Without Boundaries” began in
the year 2003, after a group of adoptive
parents came together to help save the life
of one tiny boy in China. Following his
successful heart surgery, they realized that
people with a pure love for helping children
can truly make a difference. To learn more,
check LWB’s website at
www.lovewithoutboundaries.com.

To sponsor Christine directly, please copy
and paste this link:
http://www.teamlwb.com/marine-corps-
marathon-2009-e3/christine-stephan-m35/

We look forwardtoGer ry Co ltalesnan o s
of his trip to Italy in September. We keep
Gerry in our prayers as he will be away from
the organ for a couple of Sundays as he
mends from back surgery. God give you
rest and speedy recovery, Gerry!
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Dalma, daughter of Jana and James
Shepperd

SAVE THE DATE!

CLC CELEBRATION
DEDICATION
November 8, 2009




We continue to grow the website so
visit now and often.

The Messenger and the church
calendar are available online at
www.ChristLutheran-DC.org

Look for Christ Lutheran LC group on
Facebook.

James 5:16 is the only place in the New
Testament where Christians are explicitly
urged to pray for each other. Over the last
week, I've had the chance to talk to a few
people about what it means to be prayed for
and what it means to pray for others. The
words of James sound a bit commanding
but I think the underlying truth is that
prayer—specifically praying for each other—
is one of God’s great gifts offered to us in
Christian community.  So, today, | want to
begin to look at this kind of praying. There
are many ways to pray for each other and
we may want to explore that at some other
point. What | want to focus on is not so
much how we pray but that we pray for each
other.

Editor6fPaNobedHs s er mo Thoughitisbyno means the only place

the James text is included in this
mont hés Messenger
sermons archive on the website
when we debut the church staff
webpage within the next month.

WE PRAY FOR EACH OTHER
By Pastor Renata

September 27, 2009
James 5: 13-20

Last week we had a conversation after
worship about our worship. One of the
things we talked about was the prayers of
the people and different ways of doing them.
In our reading from James we heard a clear
calltopray: 1 The prayer of
the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and
anyone who has committed sins will be
forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that
you may be healed. The prayer of the
righteous is powerful and effective.
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where we pray for each other, the Prayer
Ligy iis thelmospogvioys placetwhege we do
it. Compared to many congregations, we
have a lot of people on our prayer list. One
time someone asked me, “What kind of
impression does this make on visitors?
There are more people on the prayer list
than in church. It looks like we're a bunch of
people who are falling apart.”

That'’s certainly one way to look at it. Butin
light of God’s word found in the fifth chapter
of the Book of James, | think there are some
other ways. Let me offer a few reflections
about what our prayer list says about us as
a community.

The first thing it says is that we are a
community who takes praying seriously.
Being on the prayer list, having loved
ones—friends and family members on the
prayer list—is something that matters to
people.

The second thing it says is that we are a
community who speaks the truth about our
condition. We are broken and hurting and
we cannot heal ourselves. We live in a

i ¢ulture that kalys, standvoe your own two

feet, pull yourself together, don’t get
involved in other people’s problems. A long
prayer list, stands as witness to the truth that
we need God and each other.

Closely related to this is a third thing that the
prayer list says about us as community:
That there is a degree of trust among us.
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People are on the prayer list because they
have asked to be there. Or if they are
people outside of this congregation,
someone in this congregation has asked for
them to be on the list with their permission.
This is similar to what James describes in
his letter: the sick are to call the church
leaders and ask for prayer. This is not an
imposition on others. Praying for the sick
and those in need is simply what we do as a
Christian community. We trust others
enough to expose our vulnerability—to ask
for the help of prayer. And we trust that
others will pray for us.

A fourth thing that our prayer list says is that
our community is not limited to those who
are members or those who worship regularly
in this place. Our love and concern extend
beyond the bounds of this sanctuary,
witnessing to the ever-extending love of
God.

Some people have been on the prayer list
for a long time. | suppose one way to look
at this is that our prayers haven’t been too
effective. The person has not been healed.
But then, why doesn’t the person give up
and take themselves off the list. | think it's
because people experience the difference
that being prayed for makes. | believe that's
the fifth thing our prayer list says: That we
believe prayer makes a difference.

The difference it makes goes beyond my
understanding or my words but there are
some things | can share—and as | talked
with people who have been prayed for, |

heard a variety of experiences but, in one
way or another, prayer kept people from

feeling isolated and alone. The burden is

shared. And, amazingly, the relief that
comes from having your burden shared,
happens even in the act of saying so— just
asking to be on the prayer list is a sharing of
the burden.

Let me share a few of the things people said
about the difference being prayed for makes
in their own words: “It gives you a sense of
well-being. It helps you not to pity yourself.
Like Holy Communion, | need it to make it
through.” “It makes me feel a part of
something bigger. It’s like having an
umbrella in the rain.” “It's being held in the
embrace of God and God’s people. | could
feel it physically.” “It's consoling to be part
of a community that is praying.”

Prayer also makes a difference for the one
who is praying and for the community as a
whole. Prayer is a pattern of love—a virtue
as the monastics called it. Prayer is actually
the first of the virtues—the starting place.

It's the place where God shapes our lives
over time. As we share honestly—or even
partially—our pain and our struggle, our love
for each other grows. In times of darkness,
prayer is a path toward light. It is an act of
faith and hope in the God who promises to
raise us up.

“Pray for one another, so that you may be
healed.” May we hear this not as a
command or a condition to meet but as a gift
to receive. Healing comes to both the one
being prayed for and the one who is praying
on behalf of another. Prayer reveals our
inexplicable oneness in Christ. We know
that what we most fear is not true. We are
not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen

SEPTEMBER TREASURERO®S REPORT
By Artie Harris

Operating Profit/Loss Through September (25% thru FY '10)

September  July-Sept

Income w/o AIC &

YS $19,994 $55,816

AIC Income $1,650 $50,970

Yard Sale Income $29,283 $29,283
($33,526) ($103,594)

Total Expenses

% of

FY Budget Budget
$248,800 22%
$106,152 48%
$33,000 89%

($435,417) 24%




Net Income

$17,401

$32,475

($47,465)
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