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FROM THE MESSENGER TEAM

The Messenger is CL C @rsmary paper source for news about our congregation
and community. The publication team works to make the newsletter informative
and of value to our readers.

Want to go paperless and receive the Messenger electronically? Let the church
office know and look for the Messengeron CL C6 s wweitlwistlutderan-
dc.org/pdf/messenger.pdf.

Looking for an old Messenger? Back issues from July 2008 to the present are on
our website www.christlutheran-dc.org/pdf/messengerarchive.html

Have something for the next edition? Send it to CLCMessenger@gmail.com

Christ Lutheran Church is located at 5101 16th Street NW, Washington DC.
Call our church office at 202-829-6727 or visit our website www.christlutheran-dc.org.
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FROM OUR PASTOR

ABEI NG TESTEDO
by Pastor Renata Eustis

Easter was such a glorious celebration! Many people shared how much the service touched

t hem. It was a time when the Spiritds presence was f|
so many had the possibility of experiendi rhgputshei.0 Re s L
What a thrilling day it was!

And then it seemed as if all hell broke loose. Not literally, of course, but within a week many of us
were experiencing anything but Easter joy. A wide range of crisesd both health and other

kindsd has enveloped us. Death and serious iliness has affected many peopled in this
congregation and in your communities of friends and family beyond. Many commented that they
had never experienced a time like this when suffering seems to be everywhere.

Often we callthesetough t i me s, Abeing tested by God. o Honest !l y
what the point of the test is. If itdés a test of f ai
does God love us more? Ifwebel i eve that faith i s aaated?2 ft of God, wh

To be fair to the many people who use this expression, | think many see the point of the testing is

to strengthen our faith. And when | think about it, my faith has been strengthened by adversity

and suffering. But there were two key ingredients that made these times faith-strengthening

rather than faith-br ea ki ng: support and a sense of Godbés prese
experienced Godds |l ove and car e, often through other

The other thing thatodésibBeancgmipaggonianincatEeadstbgr CLC
People Are Tested. o The focal point of this campaigr
Testing Day. We are working together with congregations up and down 16" Street and beyond to

promote testing on this day at two sites, CLC and a congregation in the Thomas Circle area. We

are also planning a testing of clergy that we hope will get media attention and increase

awareness of the importance of getting tested. | will be tested and boldly ask everyone in the

congregation to seriously consider being tested on this day.

BN

fGodbs People Are Tested. 0 We chose this name becaus
expression. Some may ask of this testing, AWhat 6s tt
noriskfact or s? o0 Ités a good question.

One answer is that stigma is one of the biggest barriers to getting tested and getting treatment.

Church people getting tested sends a strong message that getting tested is something everyone

should do. When lots of people get tested, no one stands out. It makes it possible for those who

are at risk of infection to get tested and get hel p.
message that we are here to stand with you in the face of a positive testd and that God is with

you not against you.

In times of testingd whether for HIV/AIDS or other personal crisesd it is the support of the
community that can make the difference between faith and despair. All the difference in the
world. Thanks be to God.
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FROM OUR VICAR

PROJECT UPDATE
By Vicar Joel Richter

As of this printing, the book study part of my project has come to a close. Throughout the whole of the
book study, fiHow do we serve God instead of mammon?od
Regarding this question, a couple topics have arisen in the past couple weeks.

When discussing mammon (money) last week, we discussed the model of the servant church involving
using money to serve and help the poor. A common trait in these models involved relations either through
sister churches (an established contact with another church in less affluent part of the world) or
establishing other ministries bringing people into relationship with less affluent people. An interesting
point is that establishing relationships with the less fortunate is a major part of the servant churches. The
people of these churches are using money, through established relationships to serve the least of these
as God asks us to do.

Also, we had an interesting discussion two weeks ago regarding power especially political affluence. One
of the book study members highlighted the money raised by the new law to tax using plastic bags to clean
up the Anacostia River. According to the person this was a Stewardship of Creation that went beyond
individual efforts. Individual efforts could only do so much. In the book How Much is Enough?, Art Simon
advocates this same idea to have private efforts coupled with affluence to change laws in managing
social ministry issues and as another way to serve God.

From this idea of coupling private efforts on a social justice issue with advocacy for changes in the law, |
am organizing an offering of letters for Bread for the World. The offering of letters is our way to help
ensure that impoverish people are able to obtain important tax credits to be able.

The details on how to write a letter for Bread for the World are on the opposite side of sheet. Also, we are
planning to take up an offering of letters during the worship service on June 13 to send to Bread for the
World. Please feel free to write a letter to place in the offering plate as an offering your influence to help
out those in need. If you have any questions about the offering of letters, please feel free to contact me.

Finally, a group of people will be going to the Capital Area Food Bank on June 19 from 1 pm to 4 pm. If
you are interested in attending this event, please let me know ASAP. After the event, we will be gathering
to discuss stewardship in relation to our service project for a short time.

two9{L59b¢Q{ bhe¢o

GOOD NEWS AND BAD
by Mack Ott

First, the good newsd the handicap access ramp construction by Chamberlain &Co. got underway

Tuesday morning, the first of June. Per Scott Pitner

construction and finishing will take about three weeksd that is, winding up by the weekend of 19 June.
So, all you wannabe landscapers, put the weekends of 19-20 and 26-27 June on your calendar for
installing and planting of the shrubs and flowers for the ramp. More details to follow.
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Now, the bad news. Christ Lutheran Church has been victimized by some persistent vandals and

thieves. Several break-ins of cars in our parking lot have been borne by Vicar Joel and Polly Donaldson

of THC among others. On Thursday, in broad daylight of midday,one of Chamber |l ainés truc
stolen. To counter this rash of frustrating felonies, we are looking into having the security company that

monitors our campus install surveillance cameras. Also, long past due, we have repaired the lighting in

the parking lot. As Vicar Joel has reported, we are going to monitor the parking lot during the day,

including Sunday services. This is an irritating and frustrating part of city life, and we need to be on guard

to ensure that we are not contributing to it through our negligence.

Work is underway.

FROM OUR CHURCH COMMTY AND FRIENDS

OUR BEATITUDES
From the Confirmation Class

A few weeks ago at Confirmation class, the young people studied the Beatitudes from Jesus' Sermon on
the Mount. Below are the Beatitudes the confirmands added to Jesus'.

Blessed are the people that are in need of love, for they will be loved.

Bl essed are the kind, for they wil!/l receive Godobés gi ft
Blessed are the poor in mind, for they will receive wisdom.

Blessed are the sick, for they will be cured.

Blessed are they who smile, for they will bring happiness and love to the depressed.

Blessed are the lonely, for they will feel comfort and will be invited to the party.

THRIVENT FUNDS AVAILABLE
by Bob Sylwester

Are you a Thrivent policy holder? If so, Thrivent is giving you a choice of which Lutheran church or
organization should receive some of the profits Thrivent earns from your policy. Thrivent pays no federal
taxes, rather they are required to give an equivalent amount to non-profits and charities. In past years,
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congregations were allotted certain funds and Christ Lutheran received about $1300 per year for the
silent auction. That congregational policy has ended and in June you will be receiving information from
Thrivent concerning their "Choice" program; each policy holder will be able to designate between $25 and
$500 (depending on the total value of your policies) to a Lutheran congregation or organization. Please
don't ignore this opportunity. To help our budget problems, | strongly urge you to designate Christ
Lutheran Church. 1 will provide more information in the July Messenger after | receive my own notice
from Thrivent.

ANIMAL KINGDOM
Reprinted from THE WEEK, June 11 edition

Nine starving, orphaned kittens have been nursed back to healthd by a 2-year-old Chihuahua, who had
recently suffered the loss of her own newborn puppy. Lisa Scribner, a veterinarian assistant at the Angel
Animal Hospital in Vancouver, took in the abandoned kittens and was shocked when her dog, Buttercup,

went straight up to them and started cleaning them. I 1
AButtercup was devastated when her puppy died, o Scribn
babies right awahemSbhenbasadtd |Isefvery protective. o
Nature provides exceptions to every rule. --Margaret Fuller
THE EAR
While cleaning strawberries for the Strawberry Festival, the Ear learned that the Jack and
/\/ Linda Whitney, Barbara Hibben, Barbara McKendrew and Marti Schriver (sisters of Sara
) Sylwester), and a friend Jackie Bedell met up in Frankfort, Germany for dinner -- CLC travels
"% the globe. SaraandBobdog-s at whil e Sarads sisters and friend

Paris.

Oh, and speaking of strawberry picking, Vicar Joel Richter, Dave Blakemore, Joanne Noll, and Bob
Sylwester enjoyed picking the strawberries for the festival. However, Joanne was chastised for picking
from Bob's row. It was obvious she was never a professional field worker.

Howard, Sheila and Annora Bell travelled to Ireland to celebrate with Jon and Nilu Dorschner at the
wedding of Kristl and Hayden Tomlin. While there Howard and Sheila celebrated their 39" wedding
anniversary.

Speaking of wedding anniversaries, Roberta and Larry Pittmann were at CLC to come back to the place
where they were married 25 years ago. They celebrated worship with us and stayed to enjoy the
Strawberry Festival and catch up with friends on June 6.

And another: Cheryl Beversdorf and Dennis Seibert were married at CLC 20 years ago and marked the
event with a special reunion of friends and family that were at the wedding.

Herb Turvey would like to express his deepest gratitude to the members of Christ Lutheran Church who
have helped him through a very tumultuous time. Your help in addressing ongoing health concerns and
in moving from an apartment to assisted living at Spring House has been invaluable--a real expression of
Christian love. Herb's new contact information is:

Springhouse, Apt 206

2201 Colston Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910

301-587-1827
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A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday. June 12th, 11:00 a.m., for lifelong CLC member, Melvin
Warther. Mel died at the Augsburg Home in Baltimore on December 19, 2009. His ashes will be interred
at Ft. Lincoln Cemetery, following a brief reception after the service. Anyone who would like to is invited
to accompany the family to the cemetery.

_ o
Dalma, daughter of Jana and James Jestina, Frederick, Jessica and Joy

Sheppard Cokerat & baptdssm May 30, 2010

We love to share your news in the Messenger through the Ear of Christt Pl ease send anything
to have included to clcmessenger@gmail.com and look for your news here in upcoming editions.

FROM OUR TREASURER

HELP USEND THEYEARI N A ON BUDGETO
By Artie Harris, Treasurer

The church's fiscal year ends on June 30th and, based on giving through May, we are projecting to end
the fiscal year $20,000 to $25,000 behind budget. If you had intended to make a donation, but have not,
this would be a great time to do so. Also, if you are able to give a little more, it would be greatly
appreciated. Again, thank you for your financial support of Christ Lutheran Church.

LOOKING AHEAD

June 13 - Congregational Meeting
June 27 - Godbés People are Tested

July 16-20- VBS 2010 AGi ft Rappingo
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take co ntrol God;s People Are Tested

www.hivtest.org '\Know your HIV status

HIV JUNE 27
Myth: Getting tested for HIV is pointless. can look and feel healthy for years. The only
Reality: Knowing if you are HIV-positive will sure way to know is to get tested.
allow you to seek early treatment that can
help you stay healthy longer and enable you Myth: HIV or AIDS can be cured.

not to pass on the virus to someone else.

Regardless of your HIV status, you can learn

how to prevent future infection

from HIV or other STDs through

counseling offered at many HIV

testing centers. DC Churches working together to eliminate stigma
around HIV/AIDS:

Reality: To date, there is no cure for HIV or
AIDS anl there are no vaccines to prevent HIV
infection .

Myth: When youdre on HI Ve GraceLutheran Church
therapy you candt tr apsfhd PlidcdMemorial Church
’  virus to anyone else. « National City Christian Church
© Reality: Antiretroviral drugs lessen e St. Matthew's Lutheran Church
the likelihood of passing the virus e Christ Lutheran Church

to others. Therapy can keep the
viral load down to undetectable | evels in the
blood, but HIVis still present in the body and
transmission to others may not be entirely
preventable by just being on antiretroviral

e First Baptist Church of the City of
Washington, DC

e First Trinity Lutheran Church

e Sixth Presbyterian Church

¢ Augustana Lutheran Church

drugs. e Zion Baptist Church

¢ Nineteenth Street Baptist Church
Myth: | would know if | -or a loved one -had e St Stephenés and the 1In
HIV. Church
Reality: A person with HIV may not show any e Peoples Congegational United Church of
symptoms for up to 10 years. Since HIV affects Christ
each person differently, many people with HIV * Foundry United Methodist Church

HIV testing will occur on June 27 from 12 pm until 3 pm.

If you plan on participating, please let us know by marking the box and returning this sheet to the
church office or calling th e office: 5101 16 " St NW, Washington, D.C. 20011; Phone: 202 -829-6727

ALSO:

Would you be interested in having your 10  -14 year old child attend a youth oriented hour  -long
discussion/ engagement project on stigma and HIV?

This program will last approxima tely one hour on Sunday June 27, after church, and will be run by
representatives from Metro TeenAIDS and Lutheran Social Services.

If you are interested return this flyerto : 5101 16 " St NW, Washington, D.C. 20011; Phone: 202 -829-
6727. Please indicat e how many children will be attending the program:
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VBS 2010

GIFT RAPPING

God has given all
of us gifts like
faith, wisdom,

healing and love.
Come and open up
God’s gifts with
us this summer.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 202-829-6727

E-MAIL:
clcofficelverizon.net

WEB:
www.christlutheran-dc.org

We’ll hear Bible
stories, rap and
sing, enjoy skits,
do crafts, play
games. .. and have
lots of fun!

Christ Lutheran is
located on the corner
of 16th and Gallatin
Streets in Northwest
Washington, DC.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Christ Lutheran Church
JULY 12-16,2010 6-8:30 PM
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